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A success story. The Heath-Newark-Licking County Port Authority took 
ownership of the 900,000 sq. ft. former Newark Air Force Base in October 1996, 
becoming the first privatization-in-place in military history. The facility was 
renamed the Central Ohio Aerospace & Technology Center.

Called one of Ohio’s finest examples of a public-private partnership, the 
Aerospace Center brags the presence of Fortune 100 companies to small 
businesses. Today, the original base hosts 23 employers including The Boeing 
Company, Bionetics, AFMETCAL, and Bionetics Defense Engineering Services 
Group. These companies, combined with others, are doing what the Air Force 
once did, and more.

Impactful. Combined, the employers at the Aerospace Center employ over 
1,425 as of Dec. 31, 2018.

The face of Boeing in Ohio. Boeing, as a company, did a total of $12.1 billion 
in business in Ohio in 2017. That’s over 2% of Ohio’s Gross Domestic Product. 
Boeing’s largest presence in the state is at the Aerospace Center in Heath.

Tops in Ohio. The Port Authority receives no tax dollars and, as such, is the 
largest, self-sustaining port authority in Ohio among more than 50 ports. It is 
the fourth-largest overall.

7 Spec Buildings in 7 Years. A spec building that began in 2011 was the first 
of seven spec buildings built on the Aerospace Center in seven years. The spec 
buildings range in size from 20k to 50k sq. ft. and are occupied by AFMETCAL, 
DESG, Hexagon Ragasco, Ariel, GB Food, Vance, and SeaCo.
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The Heath-Newark-Licking County Port 
Authority was created in May 1995 to ensure 
the workload and capabilities of the Newark 
Air Force Base could remain in Licking County. 
After privatization-in-place of the Air Force 
workloads came about in October 1996, the 
Port Authority took ownership of the property 
and equipment of the re-named Central Ohio 
Aerospace & Technology Center. Boeing, under 
inertial guidance system repair, and Bionetics, 
under an Air Force metrology contract, 
join AFMETCAL, housing the directorate of 
metrology, and Bionetics Defense Engineering 
Services Group as the largest customers at the 
Aerospace Center.

The Port Authority has established a 
reputation as a government innovator. 
Originally, the Port Authority was thought to 
need upwards of 50 employees to do its work. 
Today, it is managed by just six employees and 
governed by a nine-member board consisting 
of community leaders. The Port Authority has 
grown to become the largest, self-sustaining 
port authority among nearly 60 port 
authorities in Ohio, and the fourth-largest 
overall.

Management, development, and solutions 
describes the triple missions in which the Port 
Authority is engaged. The Port Authority is 
charged with property management for the 
57 acres of former Air Force Property and over 
one million square feet of space. The Authority 
signed a lease extension with Boeing in 2013 
that guarantees their presence through 2021 
with an option through 2028. A $5.7 million 
new office and clean room building was built by 
the Port Authority to retain Bionetics Defense 
Engineering Services and provide new space 
for the Air Force’s AFMETCAL program. The 
Port Authority’s creative Next Generation Fund 

incentive program has been part of bringing 
more than $25 million worth of job-creating 
projects to the Aerospace Center campus in 
the past eight years, including modernization 
of engineering labs for Bionetics DESG, a Flow 
Lab for Bionetics Corporation, and Force Lab 
addition in 2018.

Through major acquisitions, the Port Authority 
is an industrial development land bank for 
a ready-to-build, industrial campus and two 
additional properties totaling 700 acres. 
The Port Authority has invested in public 
infrastructure as part of the betterment of 
the Aerospace Center campus to get sites 
ready for manufacturers. The Aerospace 
Center’s South Campus has emerged as a 
diverse manufacturing center in Central Ohio. 
Forecasting at least four new buildings in 
2019, the campus is seeing new buildings for 
the Air Force Primary Standards Laboratory, 
SeaCo, Nature’s One, and a fourth yet to be 
announced. Since 2010, campus investments 
have exceeded $100 million.

The Port Authority also takes a role in 
providing community solutions in economic 
development for Licking County and the 
region. It’s Potentia community solutions 
arm has undertaken $428 million in creative 
financing for regional projects in the past 17 
years, including the state’s first-ever sales tax 
conversion project in New Albany to convert 
sales tax dollars to public infrastructure 
funding. The Port Authority has also focused 
on advocacy for STEM careers. The Port 
Authority has been among the top funders of 
and CEO Rick Platt has provided leadership to 
a national-model STEM initiative at The Works, 
encouraging young people and their parents to 
understand the value of science, technology, 
engineering, and math skills.


